For Immediate Release
Oklahoma Executive Bob Funk Inducted into International Franchising Hall of Fame

OKLAHOMA CITY, Feb. 8, 2010 – On Saturday, prominent Oklahoma executive Robert A. Funk was inducted into the International Franchise Association’s (IFA) Hall of Fame during the association’s 50th annual convention in San Antonio. 

Funk, founder, chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Express Employment Professionals was selected for the IFA’s Hall of Fame, the organization’s oldest and most prestigious award, for exemplifying the optimum in franchising and contributing significantly to the advancement of franchising and the franchising community. 

With this honor, Funk joins the ranks of distinguished American executives such as David Thomas of Wendy’s International, Ray Kroc of McDonalds Corp., Col. Harland Sanders of KFC Corp. and Henry Bloch of H&R Block Inc., Funk is the 35th franchise industry leader to be inducted into the IFA Hall of Fame.

Funk co-founded Express in 1983, and the Oklahoma City-based company is a leader in the staffing industry, employing 300,000 people each year in the U.S., Canada, South Africa and Australia. 

“What an honor it is to join this incredible group of American business executives, and what a momentous point in time,” said Funk. 

At the convention, former President George W. Bush followed Funk’s induction ceremony with a nod to the staffing industry, quipping that he’s currently unemployed and looking for a job. 

Staffing industry analysts anticipate the industry to grow this year as the economy improves and employers begin hiring back workers on a temporary basis at first, to meet increases in demand. Typically, the staffing industry rebounds about three to six months prior to the economy, according to research from the American Staffing Association. 

“While I’m humbled by this award, I can’t think of a more appropriate time to be honored in this way. Funk said. “At a time when Express is providing the hope of employment to thousands of people in need, this is truly the realization of a dream.”
Funk’s extensive community and industry involvement demonstrates his passion, compassion, and leadership from a local to an international level. He has served on a variety of distinguished leadership capacities and won numerous awards and accolades for his work in franchising, staffing and in the cattle industry. Funk has served as chairman of the Conference of Chairmen for the Federal Reserve Bank System, chairman of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, and chairman of the Oklahoma Baptist University board of trustees.
- more - 

An avid rancher, Funk owns Express Ranches, the No. 1 purebred Angus breeder in the U.S. and the largest purebred seed-stock producer in America. In addition, he owns Express Sports Agency and is a majority owner of the Oklahoma City Redhawks. 

###

About Express Employment Professionals 

Express Employment Professionals offers a full range of employment solutions including evaluation hire, temporary staffing, professional search and human resources. With over 550 offices in four countries, Express is committed to the vision of helping as many people as possible find good jobs by helping as many clients as possible find good people. Express places enough workers each year to fill Madison Square Garden over 11 times. For more information, visit www.expresspros.com.

About the IFA

The International Franchise Association is the world’s oldest and largest organization representing franchising, with a membership of more than 1,100 franchise systems, 10,000-plus franchisees, and more than 500 firms that supply goods and services to the industry. For more information, visit the IFA Web site at www.franchise.org. 
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